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The first, as we have seen, was in the three Revolutionary decades following 1776, but
the hopes for universal republican education implied in the new state bills of rights
were shortlived. The second major effort to wipe out disjunctive racial education and
institute integrative education was in the Reconstruction decade immediately follow-
ing the Civil War, but this effort was more than cancelled in the periods of "redemp-
tion" and repression that followed during the next fifty years. The third effort, begin-
ning slowly in the 1930s, began to pick up speed and impact in the civil rights cam-
paigns and the resistance movements of the 1950s and 1960s.
Reconstruction (1860s and 1870s) In the Civil War years preceding Appomattox the
revolutionary ideal of equality for all men was restated with ever-greater conviction by
the President and the Congress of the United States. In his commemorative address at
Gettysburgh (1862) and in his official declaration in the Emancipation Proclamation
(1863) Abraham Lincoln took his stand. In passing the Thirteenth Amendment
abolishing slavery (ratified in 1865) and in establishing the Freedman's Bureau Con-
gress began to make reparation to American Negroes for 250 years of enslavement.
Before the end of the Civil War, too, northern humanitarian and religious associations
began to send relief teams and teachers to aid the freed slaves in those parts of the
South that were being liberated by Union armies. But under the relatively mild and
tolerant policies of Andrew Johnson and the presidential reconstruction of 1865 to
1867, the white ruling classes of the southern states moved rapidly to institute new
social control over the freed blacks by means that had not been necessary in order to
control them under slavery.
Prime means of such social control was the adoption of legal Black Codes
imposing unequal restrictions upon freedmen in the form of segregated transportation
facilities, hotels, public accommodation, and schools. This policy prompted an angry
reaction from Radical Republicans who instituted a decade of congressional reconstruc-
tion with the passage of the act of reconstruction in 1867. Under military rule the
southern states were required to adopt new constitutions protecting the equal civil
rights and voting rights for Negroes. These principles were then embodied in the
Fourteenth Amendment (1868) and the Fifteenth Amendment (1870) and spelled
out in more detail in the Civil Rights Act of 1875.
It is clear from the history of the passage of the Fourteenth Amendment that it
was intended to be a sweeping legislative measure to abolish the racial codes and
practices of the states by means of federal jurisdiction over state actions in the civil
rights field. In its centralizing intent the Fourteenth Amendment was a modernizing
step of the first magtdtude-if it had been carried out as intended. It was not until the
nrid-twentieth century that the Supreme Court made the Fourteenth Amendment into
an instrument by which the Bill of Rights of the U.S. Constitution was applied to the
states.
Although universal, free, compulsory education in mixed public schools (the
term then used for integrated schools open to white and black alike) was the goal of
most black leaders during Reconstruction, it was achieved in law in only two states of
the South—in the 1868 constitutions of Louisiana and South Carolina. Most of the new

